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The Tiny House concept which began in America, London and Hong Kong' has been slowly making its

way into Australia. Most people are looking at the concept as a way to combat Australia's housing crisis,
by offering cheaper solutions for those struggling to purchase their first home. However, the Tiny House
concept should also be used to assist those who have no home at all.

These houses are designed to be off the grid and utilise sustainable solar energy generation, allowing
residents to sell of the extra energy generated by the solar panels, as the houses themselves have 'fewer
heating and cooling costs"", thereby providing them with a source of income. Multiple tiny houses could
be constructed together to create self-sustaining communities, providing the former homeless with a
support base and preventing isolation. These communities would be able to sell the excess food they
grow or other resources to the local market(s) for income as well.

In Melbourne the number of people struggling with homelessness has been steadily increasing, with the
tent cities in the CBD bringing the issue to light for the masses. Currently, the methods to assist the
homeless include going through various organisations such as the Salvation Army, CoHealth and others
to donate bedding, clothing, food and other consumables or by volunteering at food kitchens and
outreach programs. These methods, while helpful to the homeless in day to day living, do not combat
their primary problem of not having a roof over their heads.

However, one organisaiton which is currently offering those struggling with a housing and support
program is Launch Housing™. The independent community organisation offers housing and support
services, as the organisations is privately funded they depend on others to provide them with the homes
for the homeless. To assist the organisation, Tiny Houses which are just 13.75 square meters in size, and



"made from structural-thermal-waterproof integrated panels and purchased online (arrives flat-
packed)"V, could be donated . The prices of Tiny Houses start around the price of a car for the basic
package and increase depending on the footprint and modifications. At a recent auction in November
(2017) house of this type sold for $56,000, in the suburb of Ringwood". Donations could come from
money raised via community initiatives, or with the aid of private enterprise or philanthropist's.
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For a non-private option, the tax payer funded, Victorian Government's, '‘Towards Home' program,
which was implemented in January this year (2017), aims to rehouse 40 vulnerable homeless in
Melbourne by the end of the year. To achieve one of its main objectives, the program is already aiming
to utilise housing technology similar to Tiny Houses to achieve one of the objects of the program, with
the construction of 30 new permanent modular and relocatable homes on public land.

There are however several factors which hinder the efficient use of Tiny Houses, including,
Available space and location:

While the houses themselves do not take up much space, the support facilities (water tanks,
solar panels, generators, etc.) will. Without sufficient space multiple houses will not be able
to be constructed together, denying those living within a community base.

To allow those living in the Tiny Houses the best chance of getting back on their feet they will
need to not only be part of a community but also be located within close proximity to

homeless support services, such as those mentioned earlier in the article. Currently most of the
areas with space available within the inner or middle ring of Melbourne (close to support
services) are being bought by developers to construct apartments or townhouses, which are
mainly purchased by overseas buyers, " A quarter of Chinese buying property overseas leave
their apartments vacant'", or by those wishing to utilise the short stay market .

Victoria's Planning Laws:



The planning laws are themselves restrictive to Tiny houses due to "planning scheme

inflexibility and complexity"'. Currently the planning laws are too restrictive to easily allow for a
smaller secondary house at the rear of a property, therefore most of these houses are
constructed on the urban growth zone in rural or semi rural locations, even if there is room at
the rear of properties within the middle ring of Melbourne. Use of Crown Land for housing
purposes is also restricted, unless by the government themselves (see 'Towards Home')

One way around restrictive planning laws is to make use of the Tiny House, on a wheel base,
which was the type of house sold in the auction.

The reduction of these hindrances could make Tiny Houses an effective tool in reducing homelessness,
however it is important to note that the concept will only work on the small scale, it is not a complete
solution to the state of homelessness in Melbourne and would need to be paired with other
governmental initiatives.
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